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 * * * NATIONAL CONFERENCE  CALL* * * 
NOON (ET) ON THURSDAY, MAY 13 

 

REDUCING THE BLACK-WHITE  
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GAP 

The Impact of Social Class on Academic Success 
 

The stubborn achievement gap between black and white students is a key measure of our country’s failure 
to achieve true equality. National education expert Richard Rothstein finds that focusing on social class 
differences that affect learning are vital to closing that gap, according to his new groundbreaking book 
Class and Schools: Using Social, Economic, and Educational Reform to Close the Black-White 
Achievement Gap. The book explores how differences in aspects of children’s lives such as health care 
quality and access, childrearing styles, and housing quality play a significant part in how well they learn 
and ultimately succeed. Mr. Rothstein also explores how many policy makers are so focused on tougher 
reforms policies that they often overlook these social differences – to the detriment of students.  
 
For journalists across the country, Mr. Rothstein will join a panel of education experts to lead a media 
conference call on the black-white student achievement gap, what is really contributing to it, and the 
policy implications for closing that gap.  
 

What: National Media Conference Call on Social Class and the Black-White 
Achievement Gap 

 

When:  Thursday, May 13, Noon (ET) 
 

Who:  Richard Rothstein, Class and Schools author, Teachers College, Columbia 
University visiting professor and EPI research associate.  

             Arthur Levine, president of Teachers College, Columbia University.  
Lawrence Mishel, president of the Economic Policy Institute. 

 

RSVP: To obtain the toll-free line and password for this call, contact EPI at (202) 
775-8810 or e-mail: sharris@epinet.org by 11 a.m. (ET) on May 13 
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