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GETTING BETTER ALL THE TIME
Social Security’s ever-improving future
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Improved finances
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Pessimistic assumptions
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Source: Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insurance and Disability Insurance Trust Funds.

Trustee report date 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Year when tax revenue falls short of benefits ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Year when trust fund income falls below expenditures ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Trust fund depletion date ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Shortfall as a share of taxable payroll �	��
 �	��
 �	��
 �	��
 �	��


TABLE 1
Changes in trustees’ projections over time
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